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Assistant Minister  

Rev. Hayley OõConnor M.Div 

Tel:  0131 623 6661 

oconnorhe@gmail.com 

Contacts 

From the Editorial Board      

Welcome to the latest issue of 

òCrossroadsó. This edition 

features: 

¶ Details of our Easter and 

  Pentecost Services 

¶ The Minister examines òthe most 

important question in the worldó 

¶ The Rev Martin Robson of St Fillanõs 

Scottish Episcopal Church talks about why 

we need one another 

¶ Details of our August Holiday Club 

¶ Duncan Wilson extends a Party Invitation 

to all members and friends of 

Fairmilehead 

¶ Stewart Morris highlights the growth in 

the activity at our Church Centre  

òAt daybreak on Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been taken away 

from the entrance.ó (John 20 v.1)  

 Front Cover: òDaybreakó by Spanish Catalan Artist  Joan Mir· (1893-1983) 

Charity Registration No.: SC015967 

Fairmilehead Parish Church 1a Frogston Road West, Edinburgh, EH10  7AA 

Tel: 0131 445 2374   e-mail: office@fhpc.org,.uk 

website: www.fhpc.org.uk 

¶ A series of illustrated talks on Atheism 

and Christianity  

¶ The Rev Hayley OõConnor invites you for 

coffee and conversation  

¶ A thank you from the Maryõs Meals and 

Backpack Project 

¶ Find out how Fairmilehead can make a 

difference during Christian Aid Week 

¶ A comprehensive listing of òWhatõs onó in 

our  Church Centre  

¶ Adverts by a number of our hall users 

¶ Details of how you can provide us with 

your valued feedback 
 

òThe Church at the Crossroadsó 

Fairmilehead Parish Church Magazine 

Minister  

Rev. John Munro BD 

Tel: 0131 446 9363 

revjohnmunro@hotmail.com 

mailto:oconnorhe@gmail.com
http://www.fhpc.org.uk
mailto:revjohnmunro@hotmail.com
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Easter & Pentecost ServicesEaster & Pentecost ServicesEaster & Pentecost Services   
17th April                                                                    17th April                                                                    17th April                                                                    

10.30am 10.30am 10.30am ---   Palm Sunday AllPalm Sunday AllPalm Sunday All ---Age Worship                                                               Age Worship                                                               Age Worship                                                               

Coffee, tea & hot cross buns                                        Coffee, tea & hot cross buns                                        Coffee, tea & hot cross buns                                        

Fairmilehead Parish ChurchFairmilehead Parish ChurchFairmilehead Parish Church    
   

21st April                                                                     21st April                                                                     21st April                                                                     

7.30pm 7.30pm 7.30pm ---   Maundy Thursday Communion Maundy Thursday Communion Maundy Thursday Communion    

St Fillanôs Church, BuckstoneSt Fillanôs Church, BuckstoneSt Fillanôs Church, Buckstone   
   

22nd April                                                                    22nd April                                                                    22nd April                                                                    

7.30pm 7.30pm 7.30pm ---   Good Friday                                                                    Good Friday                                                                    Good Friday                                                                    

Fairmilehead Parish ChurchFairmilehead Parish ChurchFairmilehead Parish Church    
   

23rd April                                                                     23rd April                                                                     23rd April                                                                     

7.30pm 7.30pm 7.30pm ---   Easter Vigil                                                           Easter Vigil                                                           Easter Vigil                                                           

St Fillanôs Church, BuckstoneSt Fillanôs Church, BuckstoneSt Fillanôs Church, Buckstone   
   

24th April                                                                   24th April                                                                   24th April                                                                   

10.30am 10.30am 10.30am ---   Easter Day Celebration                                 Easter Day Celebration                                 Easter Day Celebration                                 

Wine, tea or coffee                                                          Wine, tea or coffee                                                          Wine, tea or coffee                                                          

Fairmilehead Parish ChurchFairmilehead Parish ChurchFairmilehead Parish Church    
   

12th June                                                                    12th June                                                                    12th June                                                                    

10.30am 10.30am 10.30am ---   Pentecost  Celebration                                 Pentecost  Celebration                                 Pentecost  Celebration                                 

Fairmilehead Parish ChurchFairmilehead Parish ChurchFairmilehead Parish Church    

òAll are welcomeóòAll are welcomeóòAll are welcomeó   
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THE BIG QUESTION: - Did Jesus rise from the Dead? 

 Rev John Munro examines the evidence 

Fairmilehead Parish Church Magazine 

In the 1950s, the eminent philosopher C.E.M. 

Joad was asked the question, ôWhat historical 

person would you like to interview and what 

would you ask?õ Straight away he said that he 

would wish to speak to Jesus of Nazareth and 

put to him what he considered to be the most 

important question in the world - ôDid you or 

did you not rise from the dead?õ 

This, for most of us, is still the burning question.  

As the former Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr 

Michael Ramsay said, òFor them (the first 

disciples) the Gospel without the Resurrection 

was not merely a Gospel without its final 

chapter: it was not a Gospel at all.ó In other 

words, without a belief in the resurrection of 

Jesus from the dead what we have is not ôGood 

Newsô, what we have is the worst possible news 

for both Church and World. It would mean that 

the powerful and destructive forces of this 

world had done their worst on what we call 

ôGood Friday,õ the day Christ died, and by his 

death had ultimately 

triumphed. It would also 

mean, as the apostle Paul 

said, òIf Christ has not 

been raised from death, 

then we have nothing to 

preach and you have 

nothing to believe.ó 1 Corinthians Chapter 15, 

verse 14. 

How, then, do we go about answering this, ôthe 

most important question in the worldõ?  

And the first thing we must realize is that the 

gospel stories of the ôempty tombõ are not the 

only or the oldest records about whether or 

not Christ rose from the dead. The empty tomb 

stories are told by the gospel writers because 

they were a memorable way of pointing to the 

fact that Christ was alive having been raised 

from the dead. They ask the question of all of 

us, if Christ is not to be found in the tomb, then 

where on earth is he? (Later, it was suggested 

that the more probable answer to that question 

was that someone had removed his corpse from 

the tomb, or that he had been ôrevivedõ while in 

the stone cave that served as his grave, but that 

was countered by reference to the tomb having 

been ôguardedõ. See Matthew Chapter 27.)  

The earliest records of Christ having risen from 

the dead are not 

to be found in the 

four gospels, but 

in that same letter 

to the Church at 

Corinth in which 

Paul tries to 

establish the importance of the resurrection as 

a basis for Christian faith. Paulõs letter to the 

church in Corinth is crucial because it lists 

actual appearances of Christ to his followers 

after his death. Looking critically at the 

experiences of these witnesses to the 

resurrection, can we learn something more 

about our experience of Christ ôrisen from the 

deadõ today and be strengthened in our 

ôresurrection faithõ?  

In the case of one of them, the apostle Peter, 

òIf Christ has not been raised from 

death, then we have nothing to preach 

and you have nothing to believe.ó  

(1 Corinthians 15.14) 
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the so-called ôPillar Apostleõ, there is an 

important story told about him in Johnõs gospel 

where John says that after the events in 

Jerusalem surrounding the death of Jesus, Peter 

and some of his followers in effect ôpack their 

bags and head for homeõ. They had been 

fishermen and their home was Galilee. There, 

beside the Sea of Galilee where it had all begun, 

Peter and Christ, ôrisen from the deadõ, meet 

once again. And what a meeting it turns out to 

be! Peter, who at the time of the arrest of Jesus 

was asked if he was one of his followers, said 

three times that he ônever knew the manõ. Now, 

Jesus having caught up with him, Peter we 

imagine feels rather apprehensive.  But Jesus, 

remarkably, doesnõt bring up the matter of his 

denial ð not directly anyway. Peter is asked 

instead if, in so many words, he is still Christõs 

ôfriendõ, to which Peter replies, òYou know 

everything ð you know that I love you.ó (John 

21.17). 

And now we come to the significance of this 

appearance of the risen Christ to Peter. Having 

denied all knowledge of Jesus on three 

occasions when Jesus needed him most, now 

Peter needed Christ to forgive him and to bring 

structure to his life.  But how was that possible 

when Christ had been crucified? It was only 

possible because Christ had in some sense been 

raised from the dead and had appeared to Peter 

granting him the forgiveness that was his to give 

and Peterõs to take! The words, òPeter, I forgive 

you!ó are not to be found in the story because 

they are unnecessary. Peter understands that he 

is forgiven when Christ tells him that he must 

ôfeed his sheepõ, a reference to the pastoral 

ministry that Peter was to exercise for all time 

to come. 

People, in a scientific age naturally ask for proof 

of the resurrection - but how can we prove 

something as extraordinary as the resurrection 

of someone from the dead? If we are looking 

for a rational explanation then there are plenty 

of books that will give us that. In the end I think 

we have to agree with Prof. Fuller, when he 

suggests that we are talking here of òrevelatory 

experiences - visionary experiences of light 

combined with a communication of meaning.ó  

All we can do, distanced as we are from the 

event, is to point to the existence of the 

Christian Church and talk about the personal 

experiences of Christians today. It is also true 

to say that it has been the experience of 

Christians the world over, many ôgrieving and in 

painõ, that in the words of an Easter Hymn, ôthe 

touch of the risen Christõ - he and none other - 

has called them ôback to life againõ.  

Fairmilehead  

Community 

Council   

The Community Council meets on the first Tuesday of 
every month apart from July and August in 

Fairmilehead Parish Church Centre. 
 

Our meeting on 3 May 2011 incorporates our  
Annual General Meeting. 

 

We discuss matters of concern to the local community 
such as traffic, environment, planning  

and other local issues. 

 

We normally have a guest speaker. Local councillors 
and the community police officer are usually in 

attendance. 

 

Members of the public are warmly invited to attend any 
of our meetings. This is your opportunity to raise any 

concerns or issues which  
affect the community.  

 

Further information can be obtained from the  

Secretary: Tel: 445 5160 

E-mail: Secretary@fairmileheadcc.org.uk 

 

òPeople, in a scientific age, naturally ask 

for proof of the  resurrection - but 

how can we prove something as 

extraordinary as the resurrection of 

someone from the dead?ó 
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Weekly classes suitable for babies and children 
from 3 months to 4 years are held in the  

following locations:  

Monday ð Mayfield Salisbury Church  

Tuesday ð Eric Liddell Centre, Morningside  

Wednesday and Friday ð Fairmilehead Church  

www.monkeymusic.com  

Action songs  

and rhymes.  

Music and  

movement.  

Fun with  

percussion! 

Music classes 
for babies 
and young 
children!  

For your FREE  

introductory session 
Contact Alison:  

 alison.rankin@monkeymusic.co.uk  

0131 669 6004  

Fairmilehead Parish Church Magazine 

Unity in Diversity - Rev Martin Robson  

The Reverend Martin Robson, Rector of  

St Fillanõs Scottish Episcopal Church, Buckstone, 

offers a theological perspective on why local 

churches should work together.  

The apostle Paul, in his letter to the Church in 

Corinth, writes about spiritual 

gifts and the Church as the body 

of Christ. Paul states that 

Christians are given different gifts 

for the common good and, using 

the analogy of a body that has a 

variety of limbs and organs, he 

writes that this variety is 

essential to the unity of the 

whole. 

This is very different from our experience of the 

world, where the market economy and 

universal communication have led to all our high 

streets looking the same and where even 

fashion is an expression of commonality. This 

should not surprise us. There is a deep seated 

desire within us all to be part of a group. This 

need is so basic that we would often prefer to 

be in a group rather than to be 

truly by ourselves or affirm that 

which is different in other 

people. 

The message of the gospel 

liberates us from this need. We 

can be truly grateful that the 

gifts of the Spirit make each one 

of us different and unique, that 

variety in our congregations and 

between denominations makes the Church 

whole, and that diversity can bring us closer 

together. 

http://www.monkeymusic.com/
mailto:alison.rankin@monkeymusic.co.uk
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The òGet Re-
c o n n e c t e d ó 
programme is the  first 
step in moving towards 
the celebration of the 
75th anniversary of our 
parish church. The 

foundation stone for a church was laid on 24th 
February 1937 in the ònew and expanding 
districtó of Fairmilehead and just over a year 
later, on 12th April 1938, an opening act of 
worship was held in the completed and, for the 
time, revolutionary church building. 
The Kirk Session 
e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y 
supports the òGet Re-
c o n n e c t e d ó 
programme as one 
way of strengthening 
and widening the 
m e m b e r s h i p  o f 
Fairmilehead Parish 
Church. After all, what 
is a church without 
people? We really do want as many people as 
possible to become involved in the life of our 
church in Fairmilehead. The òGet Re-connected 
Programmeó aims to offer everyone, both 
members and friends, a voice to engage in a 
discussion about our present plans and for all to 
share with us their concerns and hopes for the 
future. 
A successful church, we believe, is one where 
the members are encouraged to be actively 
engaged in the wider society in which we all live 
and work and play. This means meeting others 
and making friends with them ôright where they 
areõ. Successful churches are also those who 
recognise that, by encouraging all the members 
to share in the life of the church in which 
friendship and affection grow, it is possible to 
experience òlife in all its fullnessó (John10:10). 
The òGet Re-connectedó programme will take 
the form of several parties to celebrate the 

launch of our 75th anniversary festivities. 
Following refreshments and a short 
presentation, all those attending will have an 
opportunity to informally meet and talk with 
each other, the ministers and members of the 
Kirk Session, who will be present at each of the 
meetings. Be assured that the giving of money to 
the Church will not be a feature of the òGet Re-
connected gatheringsó. 
All members should receive a hand delivered 
personal invitation ð if you have not yet got one 
then please contact the Church Office. Choose 
from the four available dates the one that suits 
you best and reply to the Church Office by 

phone, email, or by 
completing the tear-off 
slip at the bottom of the 
l e t t e r  w h i c h 
a c c o m p a n i e s  t h e 
invitation. At the 
conclusion of the series 
of parties there will be a 
service of rededication 
for all members and 
those attending which 

will be held on Easter Sunday, 24th April 2011 
at 10.30am. 
Please give serious consideration to attending 
one of the òGet Re-connectedó parties ð it 
could well be the first or next step on a life 
changing experience. This is a real opportunity 
to help shape the future of òThe Church at the 
Crossroads.ó 

Duncan Wilson 

outlines plans 

and  extends an 

invitation to all.  

This is a real opportunity to help shape 

the future of òThe Church at the 

Crossroads.ó 

Spring Party Dates  

Monday 21st March  at 7.30pm  

Wednesday 30th March at 7.30pm  

Wednesday 6th April  at 7.30pm  

Tuesday 12th April at 7.30pm  

Fairmilehead Parish Church Magazine 

ARE YOU SWITCHED ON? - Come to a party and ñGet Re-connectedò 
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NEW ATHEISM - NEW CHRISTIANITY?                           

All are welcome to come along and ask questions at four talks that look at the 

21s t Century debate on bel ief.  The speaker wi l l  be the  

Rev Dr Russel Moffat, minister of St Martin's Parish Church, Edinburgh.  He is a 

specialist in Theology and Neo-Darwinism and was formerly a tutor in continuing 

education in Aberdeen. These talks will be held in Fairmilehead Parish Church at 

7.30pm on 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th May 2011 on the following subjects. 

 

Talk 1:  òChurch under Siege!ó Since 2003, a ònew waveó of Atheism has exploded on the scene. 

Led by public intellectuals and endorsed and promoted by various celebrities, they have made 

headlines, caught the public imagination, and dictated the terms of the debate. This talk will chart their 

success and ask how the Church should respond. 

 

Talk 2:  òThe God Dilemma.ó Can we believe in God in an age of science?  If so what kind of God 

are we to believe in? Is the God of Moses the God of Jesus? Are òfearó and òloveó compatible features 

of faith? This talk will look at the evolution of the Biblical concept of òGodó and will examine some so-

called òproblem passagesó of the Old Testament. 

 

Talk 3:  òJesus and the ôChristõ Question.ó Who was Jesus?  From a Christian perspective who is 
Jesus?  How are we to understand and interpret the Gospels?  Do the Creeds of the Church need to 

be reconsidered in the light of modern research?  This talk will seek to bridge the gap between the 

Jesus of history and the Christ of faith. 

 

Talk 4 : òSpirit-Talk.ó Where is God to be found in our contemporary world?  How can God be 

experienced in the 21st Century?  If the Gospel is about transformation why has the Church been such 

a reactionary Institution?  This talk will argue that Christians are not the òPeople of the Bookó but 

should be a òSpirit-empowered Communityó living radical lives. 

New Member Coffee Hour  

Do you want to learn more about the church?  

Are you interested in becoming a member of Fairmilehead?  

Then come and meet with Rev. Hayley OôConnor during the Sunday coffee hour where 

weôll explore together what it means to be a Christian.  Weôll meet in Caerketton Hall from 

10:45 to 11:30 on the following dates: 

1st May - Introduction  

8th May ï Believing in God  

15th May ï The Life and Ministry of Jesus  

22nd May ïThe Holy Spirit  

29th May ï Next Steps  

 All are welcome!  

Please contact Hayley for more information: 

oconnorhe@gmail.com 

0131 623 6661 

Fairmilehead Parish Church Magazine 

mailto:oconnorhe@gmail.com
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Totally Yoga 

 
 

Thursday evenings  at Fairmilehead Parish Church  
 

7:00pm        Hatha Yoga                Slower paced class focused on increased flexibility and relaxation.  

8:05 pm        Beginners Ashtanga    Fast paced class building strength, stamina and  flexibility.  

 
5 or 10 class passes available   Join at any time   Pre-booking essential  

 

www.tot allyyoga.co.uk    info@totallyy oga.co.uk    07999 858 323 
 

 

Totally Reiki 
 

Reiki is a Japanese technique used to calm the mind, relieve stress and promote healing and 
wellbeing. 
 

Treatments available £35 per hour   ***£5 off 1st treatment if you mention this advert when booking*** 
 
 

Learn to treat yourself, friends & family  or  
continue your studies and become a R eiki practitioner or teacher . 

 
Reiki 1   April 9 th  &  10 th , May 14 th  & 15 th , June 25 th  & 26 th or July 23 rd  & 24 th  £130 for weekend  

 

Reiki 2   May 21 st  & 22 nd , September 17 th  & 18 th , November 5 th  & 6 th     £160 for weekend  

 

Reiki 3   October 15 th  & 16 th          £180 for weekend  

 
Reiki 1& 2 can also be ta ken as an  eight week evening class - see website for details  

 
www.totallyreiki.co.uk   info@t otallyreiki.co.uk    07999 858 323 

 

 

Totally Mindful 

 

Learn meditation & m indfulness techniques  
to calm and focus your mind, enhancing happiness and wellbeing . 

 
Introducto ry classes     Sunday 6 th  March at 11am & Monday 7 th  March at 7pm  

£5 each  Pre-booking essential  Venues TBC  

 

8 week course in m editation & mindful ness for wellbeing   Mondays 7pm starting 4 th  April  

8 week course in m editation & mindfulness  for insight   Wedn esdays 7pm starting 6 th  April  

 
Cour se includes home study pack (CD s, course handbook, notebook, pen, blanket, cushion or stool)  

 

Full Price: £170    Concessions: £130  

 
***Early booking discount ï book before 14

th
 March and save £50 on an 8 week course*** 
 

www.totallymindful.co.uk  info@totallymi ndful.co.uk  07999 858 323 

 


