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Tl‘lc spccchcs

Tl’]e meal is followed bg the sPeeches, a]though some now Prexcer to
have the specches before the meal to allow those who have to give a
sPeech time to relax and enjog the meal.

The normal format begins with the Best Man reading the cards and
messages to the Pride and (Groom. A toast is then Proposed to
the CouP]e; often this is a friend of the Pride’s Famil& A replg is

made }39 the Groom, who goes onto propose a toast to the

PBridesmaids. | he Pest Man rcplies on behalf of the Pridesmaids
with an often witty (but not too embarrassing} replg. The last
sPeaker is usua”y the [Tather of the Bride, who will say a few words
and thank the guests for coming,

Traditiona”g the Bricle and (Groom leave for their honcymoon at
some Point in the evening, although some couples now stay to the

end of the reception.

Thisis a guideline to help you Plan you dag, whetheryou
decide to follow the traditions of a Scottish wedding is of
course cntirely up to you. We do hoPe, thoug}‘n, that it is

an cnjoyable da9 to remembermcor CVCl’yOﬂC.
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FURTHER INFORMATION

RccePtion
The rccePtion Fo”owing the weclcling ceremony varies greatlﬂ but the

Fo”owing list gives some indication of what you might cxpec’c.

9 Further photographs.

9 The bridal party receives the guests.

257 The wedding cake is ceremoniously cut.

97 Aformal toast (without a speech) is proposed, usually by the MC.
9 Agrace is said before the meal.

234 A meal for the guests.

9 A dance, disco or ceilidh for the guests following the meal.

The location of the reception is often a hotel but it can equa”g be a
restaurant, or a town hall or church hall, where outside catering can Provide

the meal, some too Providing the tables, Chairs, cutlery and linen too.
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A ch!c!ing ina Church
Congratulations to you both!

You have decided to hold your weclcling in [Fairmilehead Farisl‘x Church.

A Cl’]urch weclcling howeveris different from a Civil Ceremony.

A wedding in a church is set within the context of the Christian faith and
we would expect those who want to be married in church to acknow!cc}ge
this in their lives and bg their actions. lt is not necessary for couP]es to be
members of the church at this stage, but you may wish to take steps towards
becominga member. ((lasses for new members are held twice a year, in the
sPring and the autumn. Please contact the (Church Office hcgou would like

to enrol for this.

The Farish Sgstcm

Fairmilehead is part of the Cl’lurclﬁ of Scotlancl, which operates as a
Farish Churcl—r. We have a specia”g designated geographical area, which
is our ‘Parislﬁ" Norma”y we do not conduct the marriage of Peo[:)le
outside our Parish boundaries. However if a couPle is resident outwith the
Parisln and wish to be married at }:airmi]c}‘nead tl’lCﬂ, the Pcrmission of the

minister in whose parish you live should be obtained.
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Thc Marriagc of Divorcees
The Church of Scot]ancl will marry People who have been divorced

a]though it will be necessary to inform the Minister of this at an car!g
stage.

Mixed Marriages
We are happy to Pemcorm a marriage for Pcop]c from different

Clﬁris’cian backgrounds and denominations; howevcr) in the case of
those with a Roman (Catholic backgrouncl sPecial Permission may be
requircd either from the Roman Catlﬂo!ic l’]icrarchg or your Parislﬂ
Friest

chdings Qutwith the Church

Occasiona% we are asked to Pencorm wecjc}ings in houses or hotels
etc. outwith the church buildings. lt is onlg in excePtiona] circumstances
that this can take Place as the Minister has very little control of the

Proceec{ings outside of a Place of worship.

Naming the Day

lt is imPor’cant to contact the minister before other arrangements are
made. |f the Minister agrees to PerForm the ceremony then a date will
be made in the Church diarg and a clePosit of £100 will be rcquestccl
bg the Cl’xurc}w Ogice to cover expenses.

You should contact the minister aPProximatelg two months before the
weclding to arrange the order of service. A brief wcclcling rehearsal
usua”g takes Place on the evening before the wcclding.
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Video Rccordings

Video recorclings are also allowed with the
Permission of the Minister. [tis Possib]e,
however that it may incur an additional fee }39
the organist. Flease consult the organist in

this case.

(Confetti and coins

The tradition of throwing confetti and coins is discouraged. Comcctti at
the church dooris a form of litter. Biodegradab]e (rice PaPer) and natural
rose Peta] confettiis now available as an alternative to traditional paper
confetti. Thérc is an obvious dangcr to children from Passing vehicles

should coins be thrown.

Fees

A wedding is a SPccial clag but umcortunatc]y it is not without cost.

There is a clePosit of £100 required on the booking o?gour wedding
Tl—le total fee for non-members is £300, to include the use of the church
the church officer and bell ringing. You should contact the organist
c{irectlg to discuss his fee.

For members we suggest a donation of £100 with additional cl'rarges
(Wl’lCFC aPPlicaHe) of £40 forthe church officer and £6 for bell ringing.
Once again members should contact the organist directlg to discuss their
fee.

We do not charge for the services of the Minister
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Flowers

Most couples will want flowers at their wedding. T he flowers for

the Service should be arranged in consultation with the [Flower
(Convener (page one). [lowers for the wedding will normally remain in

the church for the Sund33 V\/orship, after which theg are distributed
to the sick and elderly of the Farish. SN

Bcu ringing
l’c has become a custom to have bells rung at the end of the wedding
ceremony. Tl’lis can be done at [Tairmilehead but P]Case make ar-

rangements with the Church Office before hand.

Timc—kccping

As we sometimes have more than one we&c}ing takirxg Place on the
same c{ag we ask that ushers should be in the church atleast half an
hour before the wedding. Tl’le (Groom and Best Man should be in
the church at least fifteen minutes before the ceremony. The Bride,

of course will arrive on timel!

Photographs

Jtis Permissib]e for Pho’cographs of the service and
the signing of the Marriage Schedule to take P[ace‘
Hﬂotograplﬂers are asked to consult the Minister
about where and when this may take Place.
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chistration
The Registrar in whose district the (Church stands kecps the lega]
record of marriage. The address of this is on page one.

A month before your wedding the Registrar will require

1) A marriage notice for each oFgou (obtainecl from the Registry
Office)

2) Your birth certificate

3) A registration fee

The Registrar, Eaving ensured each oggou is free to marry each other,

will issue a Marriag@ Schcc{ulc. Tl’lis Schcc{u]c must be obtained from

the Registrar in person. On the weddirxg clag the Schedule must be

given to the Minis’cemcor signing,

A MARRIAGE. CANNOT TAKE. PLACE WITHOUT THIS.

After the wedding service, the Schedule is signed 133 the newlg
married couPlc, the oﬁ:iciating minister and two witnesses, who must be
at least sixteen years of age. Tl—]e Schec]ule must then be returned to
the Regis’crar within three dags. (usua“g bg the Pest Man).
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A wec{dmg ceremony follows a sPeoal Orcler of Serwce. Thns
is norma”g Printcd for the guests to follow. T he Pride is ’craditiona”g
escorted into the church bg her Father., or someone else of her choice.

The (5room and Best Man are a!readg in Position at the front of the
church.

The service begins with a Preamble, which sPeaks about the imPor‘tance of
(hristian marriage.

“
Eﬁ Marriagc is somcthing that was formed in the mind of Gocl.

“
Eﬁ Pecause it begins with Go& itis not something that should be
taken light]g or from selfish motives.

g
Eﬁ ]t Provides the intended setting for ItiJong comPanionslﬁiP,
comfort andjog

A hgmn is then sung and we ask for Gocl’s guiclance in prayer. The
exchange of vows takes Placc, the COUPIC Facing each other. Tl’lcy may be
made bg reading them, or by repeating them after the Minister, or
resPonc{ing to questions put to them by the Minister.

The Ceremony of Rings then Fo”ows, in which weclcling rings are
exchanged as a sgmbo] of unitg‘ The Minister will say at this Poin’c:

« Bﬂ this sign, you take each other, to have and to hold from this Aag for-
ward; for }Detter, for worse, for richerJ for poorer, in sickness and in hea]th,

to love and to cherish, for as ]ong as you both shall live.”

The couPlc thenjoin hands and the minister declares them to be married
“in the name of the [Tather, and of the Son, and of the Hoiy Spirit.”
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Music and Kcadings
T}ne couplc may choose the hymns for the service although the

choice of hymns/songs should be shared with the Minister
before angthing is Printed. T he Minister will suggest a choice
of aPProPriate readings from the Bi})le and some other readings
may be suggested to you. Thc music chosen at the bcgirming
and end of the service should be chosen with the help and
consultation of the organist, Claire Currie (0131 477 115 ).
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